We are delighted to extend an invitation to the Global Al Pre-Summit Event - “Safe,
Trusted & Frontier Al for Next-Generation National Security”, being convened as part
of the Road to the 2026 Al Impact Summit.

20-21 January 2026
@ From 9:30 AM onwards

A Shridhar Shriram Auditorium
Shri Ram College of Commerce (SRCC)
University of Delhi, New Delhi, India

The Pre-Summit will serve as a premier platform for deliberation on Shaping India’s
Strategic, Security, and Governance Framework for Artificial Intelligence, with
focused engagements on policy innovation, digital infrastructure, national security,
and the future of trusted Al The event will bring together senior policymakers,
academicians, industry leaders, and global experts to advance India’s vision of
responsible and secure Al

e  Registration:  kindly  register by filling the  Google form:
httpsy//forms.gle/m]Xk63uW5cXT3L969

I Registration closes on 16 January 2026

U The detailed programme brochure is enclosed for your kind perusal:
https//hostwebs.site/h7pE3e

We would be honoured by your presence at this significant national dialogue.

Warm regards,

Dr. Sapna Bansal

Dr. Sunita Sharma

Shri Ram College of Commerce
University of Delhi, New Delhi, India
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" WELCOME TO GCTC'S
GLOBAL AI PRE-SUMMIT EVENT ON
“SAFE, TRUSTED & FRONTIER AI FOR NEXT-GENERATION NATIONAL SECURITY”

Dear Colleagues,

It is my great honour and privilege to welcome you to the International Pre-Summit Conference on
“Safe, Trusted & Frontier Al for Next-Generation National Security,” being organised by the Global
Counter Terrorism Council (GCTC) in New Delhi, as a strategic precursor to the IndiaAl Impact
Summit.

We are meeting at a defining moment in India’s national journey one where Artificial Intelligence is
rapidly emerging as a central pillar of national power, governance capacity, and security
preparedness. Al today influences defence decision-making, intelligence analysis, cyber security,
internal security, financial systems, critical infrastructure, and even the resilience of democratic
institutions. In this context, the question before us is no longer whether to adopt Al, but how to
govern, secure, and deploy it responsibly, sovereignly, and in alignment with constitutional values
and public trust.

This Pre-Summit has been consciously designed as a policy-shaping and foresight-driven dialogue,
preceding large-scale ecosystem acceleration at the IndiaAl Impact Summit. Its purpose is to ensure
that India's Al ambitions are anchored in safety, trust, accountability, and long-term national
interest, particularly in security-sensitive and governance-critical domains.

As frontier Al systems become more autonomous, opaque, and deeply embedded in decision-
making processes, the risks of misuse, dependency, escalation, and unintended consequences grow
in equal measure. Addressing these challenges requires more than technological advancement alone
—it demands institutional readiness, regulatory clarity, ethical grounding, and sustained
collaboration across government, security institutions, industry, academia, and civil society.

A defining pillar of this Pre-Summit is its strong emphasis on youth and the national vision of Viksit
Bharat @2047. India’s demographic dividend is also its greatest strategic asset. The future custodians
of our Al systems—those who will design, regulate, audit, and operate them—are today’s students,
researchers, young officers, innovators, and entrepreneurs. Preparing this next generation with AI
literacy, strategic awareness, ethical responsibility, and a deep commitment to national service is
central to building a resilient and secure India.

Through this Pre-Summit, we seek to foster inter-generational dialogue, bridge policy and practice,
and strengthen the foundations of a trusted, human-centric, and sovereign Al ecosystem—one that
enhances national security while reinforcing democratic governance and public confidence.

On behalf of GCTC, I extend a warm welcome to all distinguished participants and thank you for
contributing your time, experience, and perspectives to this important national conversation. I am
confident that the deliberations during this Pre-Summit will generate insights of lasting relevance,
informing India’s Al governance frameworks and strengthening our collective resolve to build a
secure, inclusive, and future-ready nation.

I wish you meaningful deliberations and a productive Pre-Summit.

Warm regards,

Aditya Tikoo
Convener, Global Counter Terrorism Council (GCTC)



BACKGROUND OVERVIEW

Artificial Intelligence has crossed a historic threshold. No longer a productivity tool, Al is now
a system-shaping force influencing power, security, governance, and economic resilience. As
Al evolves into foundation models, multimodal systems, autonomous agents, and frontier
architectures, it is redefining how authority is exercised, how threats emerge, and how security
is understood. This shift is civilisational, not incremental.

Al now permeates core state functions, policy design, intelligence, defence planning, financial
systems, public services, and information ecosystems. Its speed, opacity, and scale compress
decision-making, reduce human mediation, and introduce systemic risks, binding Al directly to
sovereignty, legitimacy, accountability, and democratic control.

For India, this moment combines strategic opportunity and national vulnerability. As the
world’'s largest democracy and a global leader in Digital Public Infrastructure, India can shape
an alternative Al pathway, balancing innovation with restraint, national security with
openness, and technology with constitutional values. The IndiaAl Mission reflects India’s intent
to be a rule-shaper, not a rule-taker.

Simultaneously, Al has transformed the threat landscape. Deepfakes, synthetic identities,
automated cyber tools, and algorithmically amplified misinformation enable deception,
disruption, and deniability at scale, eroding electoral integrity, financial trust, and social
cohesion. These hybrid threats blur lines between internal and external security.

Al is also reshaping the security state. Defence and internal agencies deploy AI for intelligence
fusion, surveillance, logistics, predictive policing, border management, and autonomous
systems. While enhancing speed and precision, these systems introduce risks, bias, brittle
automation, escalation dynamics, and diminished human judgement.

The challenge is no longer whether Al is used, but how it is governed, audited, and aligned with
human accountability and constitutional authority. Without oversight, AI systems risk
becoming opaque, unaccountable, and destabilising.

In the economic domain, India's digital financial ecosystem - UPI, fintech, and real-time
payments—**is foundational to growth, yet increasingly exposed to Al-enabled fraud and
cyber-financial attacks. In a digital economy, financial security is national security.

As Public Sector Undertakings and strategic infrastructure adopt AI, they become critical
repositories of data and algorithmic control, making sovereign data governance, cyber-physical
resilience, and trusted Al architectures strategic imperatives.

At the core lies trust. For Al to be legitimate, it must be transparent, auditable, contestable, and
value-aligned. Without trust, institutional credibility and democratic legitimacy erode.
Globally, Al governance is now geopolitical, centred on data, compute, semiconductors, supply
chains, and standards. Building on its G20 leadership, India is uniquely placed to advance a
democratic, development-centric Al vision, especially for the Global South.

Against this backdrop, the International Pre-Summit Conference on “Safe, Trusted & Frontier
Al for Next-Generation National Security” convenes as a high-level policy forum to translate
principles into action, culminating in the Delhi Declaration on Safe, Trusted & Frontier Al.

The conviction is simple:
Al must strengthen national security and democratic legitimacy, protecting citizens and
institutions, never undermining them.
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ABOUT GCTC

The Global Counter Terrorism Council (GCTC) is an independent think tank and policy research
organisation dedicated to addressing national security, governance, energy, and climate
challenges. Over the last decade, GCTC has organised 250+ international and national
conferences, published 400+ research reports, and engaged 15,000+ youth leaders. With strong
networks across government, PSUs, industry, and academia, GCTC has become a premier
platform for dialogue on security, technology, and sustainable development.
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OUR MISSION

GCTC aims to:
+ Advance India’s leadership in counter-terrorism, governance reform, and digital sovereignty
« Serve as a bridge between policymakers, academia, youth, industry, and civil society
» Generate actionable knowledge through policy dialogues, whitepapers, and strategic

consultations :

Support India's role in shaping a secure, inclusive, and technologically advanced global order é«; 1

T
.

OUR IMPACT SO FAR

= 250+ national and international conferences 400+ policy reports and strategic whitepapers
300+ senior stakeholders engaged across government, defence, academia, and civil society
15,000+ youth leaders and fellows reached through capacity-building and public events

Strategic partnerships with think tanks, ministries, missions, and universities in India and
abroad




JAL SECURITY: FROM FORCE MULTI
STRATEGIC STABILITY

AI-ENHANCED Tl Sy ol — STRATEGIC
DEFENSE — LD/ = STABILITY

DATA-DRIVEN (gl e A SECURE
DECISIONS 5\ ¢ - AUTONOMY

Artificial Intelligence is fundamentally reshaping national security. Across defence forces, intelligence
agencies, internal security organisations, and law enforcement, Al is now embedded in intelligence fusion,
surveillance and reconnaissance, threat detection, logistics optimisation, predictive policing, border
management, autonomous platforms, war-gaming, and decision-support systems.

These applications deliver unprecedented speed, scale, precision, and situational awareness, but also
compress decision timelines, reduce human deliberation, and introduce new escalation dynamics. Risks
such as algorithmic bias, brittle automation, model drift, adversarial manipulation, data poisoning, and
. cascading system failures are no longer theoretical, they are operational realities with strategic
consequences.

Al has also lowered the cost of asymmetric and hybrid warfare. Automated cyber tools, synthetic media, ‘
Al-enabled disinformation, and algorithmically optimised influence operations enable persistent and s
deniable power projection by state and non-state actors, blurring boundaries between peace and conflict, 1
internal and external security, civilian and military domains.

The challenge before India is not whether Al will be used, it already is, but how it is governed, constrained,
audited, and aligned with constitutional authority, democratic control, and human accountability. Without
robust doctrine and oversight, Al-enabled security architectures risk becoming opaque, unaccountable, \
and strategically destabilising. \

The Pre-Summit examines how India can harness Al as a force multiplier while preserving strategic &=
stability, democratic legitimacy, and human judgement at critical decision points. N




DIA’S FINANCIAL AND EC
NERVOUS SYSTEM

India’s digital financial ecosystem, from UPI
‘and Aadhaar-enabled services to core banking
platforms, fintech innovation, digital lending,
,;;algo‘rithmic credit scoring, and real-time
‘payments—now sits at the heart of economic
inclusion, state capacity, and market efficiency.
Built at unprecedented scale and speed, it has
few parallels anywhere in the world.

Yet the very scale and speed that power this
ecosystem also make it an attractive target for
Al-enabled threats. Deepfake-driven identity
compromise, synthetic personas, automated
fraud networks, algorithmic =~ market
manipulation, Al-assisted money laundering,
and cyber-financial attacks now pose risks not
just to individual consumers, but to systemic

stability and public confidence.

As financial institutions lean more heavily on Al for fraud detection, compliance, credit assessment, risk
modelling, customer interaction, and supervisory reporting, governance failures can spread quickly
across the system. In a digitally intermediated economy, mistakes are no longer contained—they ripple
outward and become systemic.

Protecting the financial ecosystem from Al-driven threats is therefore not merely a technical or sectoral
issue. It is a matter of national security and economic sovereignty. This calls for robust Al assurance
frameworks, supervisory visibility, explainable decision systems, resilient cyber-financial architectures,
and clear accountability structures.

The Pre-Summit fosters dialogue on how Al can strengthen India’s financial system while safeguarding
trust, inclusion, and macroeconomic stability.




AL INFRASTRUCTURE & STRATE

RESILIENCE

Public Sector Undertakings and strategic infrastructure form the backbone of India’s national resilience.
From energy security and transport networks to mining, defence production, logistics,
telecommunications, and public finance, the stability of the country depends on the integrity, reliability,
and continuity of these institutions.

The growing use of Al within PSUs, whether for predictive maintenance, safety systems, operational
optimisation, or strategic planning, offers real gains in efficiency and resilience. At the same time, it
concentrates sensitive data, algorithmic authority, and operational control within a small number of
critical systems.

‘When such systems fail or are compromised, the consequences are rarely contained. A disruption in an
Al-driven power grid, logistics network, or production platform can cascade across supply chains, erode
public confidence, and expose deeper strategic vulnerabilities.

This is why sovereign data governance, cyber-physical resilience, secure-by-design Al architectures, and
mandatory auditability are no longer optional upgrades, they are strategic necessities. Al deployed in

critical infrastructure must be governed with heightened scrutiny, public accountability, and institutional
redundancy.

The Pre-Summit explores how India can integrate Al across strategic economic infrastructure while
preserving resilience, autonomy, and democratic legitimacy.




ACY & DEMOCRATIC GOVE
THE AI AGE

= Unexplainable or unaccountable Al can quietly erode public confidence, invite regulatory backlash,
deepen inequality, and weaken democratic consent. In governance-critical domains, efficiency
without legitimacy is not an advantage, it is a strategic risk.

RN,

For Al to be both legitimate and effective, it must be understandable, auditable, contestable, and
aligned with human values. Tools such as explainability, model assurance, red-teaming,
watermarking, risk classification, privacy-by-design, and human-in-the-loop oversight are not merely
technical safeguards; they are essential instruments of democratic control.

The Pre-Summit places Al governance firmly within constitutional principles, the rule of law, and
public accountability. It advances a vision of human-centric, rights-respecting, and institutionally
grounded AJ, especially in security-sensitive and governance-critical applications.




Frontier Al systems, including foundation models, multimodal architectures, autonomous agents and Al-
enabled weapons platforms are rapidly expanding the limits of technological capability and strategic power.
These systems are inherently dual-use. Tools developed for civilian, commercial, or scientific purposes can
be repurposed for military, intelligence, or coercive applications. At the same time, global competition over
compute capacity, semiconductors, data resources, and standards-setting is intensifying.

Unchecked proliferation of frontier Al risks destabilising strategic balances, accelerating arms races, and
undermining crisis stability. Yet overly restrictive controls can just as easily choke innovation and weaken
strategic autonomy.

The Pre-Summit examines how India can approach frontier Al with strategic restraint and sovereign control
—balancing innovation with responsibility, openness with security, and ambition with accountability.
Deliberations focus on access governance, assurance mechanisms, export controls, and alignment with
national security doctrine.




I rnance is fast becoming a new arena of geopolitical influence. The norms and standards being
%t'todaywxll shape technological behaviour, market structures, and security dynamics for decades to
- come.

India occupies a distinctive place in this landscape. As the world’s largest democracy, the fastest-
growing major economy, and a global leader in Digital Public Infrastructure, India carries both the
credibility and the responsibility to help shape global Al norms, especially for the Global South.

India’s own experience shows that scale, inclusion, and public purpose can coexist with innovation. It
offers a practical alternative to both unregulated technological acceleration and overly restrictive
control.

The Pre-Summit advances Indian perspectives on global Al governance, standards-setting, and
multilateral cooperation, reinforcing India’s role as a rule-shaper, norm-builder, and bridge across
diverse technological and political ecosystems.




The International Pre-Summit Conference is intentionally designed as a policy-shaping, strategy—driven
forum, not a broad Al exposition. Over two days, it aims to:

« Integrate Al governance with national security doctrine
Strengthen cyber, financial, and institutional resilience
Guide the responsible deployment of frontier and defence Al
Secure banking systems and strategic economic infrastructure
Advance sovereign data frameworks and trusted Al architectures
Enable youth, start-ups, and research ecosystems aligned with national priorities
Articulate Indian perspectives in global AI governance debates

The deliberations will culminate in the Delhi Declaration on Safe, Trusted & Frontier Al, setting out guiding
principles, policy pathways, and institutional recommendations. The Declaration will serve as a substantive
input to the AI Impact Summit and to India’s evolving national Al and security strategies.
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« AI AS A STRATEGIC NATIONAL CAPABILITY

« SOVEREIGNTY, TRUST & DEMOCRATIC LEGITIMACY
» NATIONAL SECURITY IMPLICATIONS OF UNSAFE Al
+ INDIA'S ROLE IN SHAPING GLOBAL Al GOVERNANCE

11:00 - 11:45 | SESSION I — Al GOVERNANCE, ETHICS & SAFETY ASSURANCE (45 MINUTES)
SUB-THEMES:

» RISK CLASSIFICATION OF AI SYSTEMS

- AL AUDITS, RED-TEAMING & SAFETY EVALUATION

« EXPLAINABILITY, BIAS MITIGATION & HUMAN OVERSIGHT

» WATERMARKING, CONTENT AUTHENTICITY & DEEPFAKE CONTROLS

11:45 - 12:30 | SESSION II — DATA SOVEREIGNTY & SECURE Al ARCHITECTURE (45 MINUTES)
SUB-THEMES:

- DATA LOCALISATION VS CROSS-BORDER FLOWS
- SOVEREIGN CLOUD & TRUSTED COMPUTE
« ZERO-TRUST ARCHITECTURE & ENCRYPTION
» DPI-ALIGNED AI INFRASTRUCTURE
12:30 - 1:15 | LUNCH & CLOSED-DOOR NETWORKING

1:15 - 2:00 | SESSION III — TRUSTED Al FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT & INTERNAL SECURITY (45 MINUTES)

SUB-THEMES:

» PREDICTIVE POLICING SAFEGUARDS

« Al FOR OSINT, HUMINT & THREAT DETECTION
« BIAS, EXPLAINABILITY & ACCOUNTABILITY

» DEMOCRATIC OVERSIGHT MECHANISMS

2:00 - 2:45 | SESSION IV — Al FOR BANKING, FINANCIAL INTEGRITY & DIGITAL TRUST (45 MINUTES)
SUB-THEMES:

« Al FORAML & FRAUD DETECTION
« SECURE KYC & IDENTITY INTELLIGENCE
« MODEL RISK MANAGEMENT
« RBI-ALIGNED Al GOVERNANCE
2:45 - 3:00 | TEA BREAK
3:00 - 3:45 | SESSION V — Al, CYBERSECURITY, CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE & HYBRID THREATS
SUB-THEMES:
= AI-ENABLED CYBER WARFARE & RANSOMWARE
« PROTECTION OF POWER, TELECOM & TRANSPORT SYSTEMS
« DEEPFAKES & ELECTION SECURITY
» PUBLIC-PRIVATE CYBER COORDINATION

3:45 - 4:30 | SESSION VI — STRATEGIC COMPETITION, CHIPS & AI SUPPLY CHAINS (45 MINUTES)
SUB-THEMES:

- CHIPS, COMPUTE & AI SUPREMACY

« US-CHINATECH COMPETITION AND EXPORT CONTROLS
« TRUSTED AND RESILIENT Al SUPPLY CHAINS

+ STRATEGIC AUTONOMY, FABS & INDUSTRIAL POLICY




'ONFERENCE AGENDA

DAY 2 — FRONTIER AI, DEFENCE, PSUs, INCLUSION & GLOBAL LEADERSHIP

:00 | SESSION VI — FRONTIER & FOUNDATION AI MODELS (45 MINUTES)
B-THEMES:

« CAPABILITIES & LIMITS OFFRONTIER MODELS

+ COMPUTE GOVERNANCE & ACCESS CONTROLS

. DUAL-USE RISKS

« GLOBAL NORMS FOR ADVANCED Al
111:00 - 11:45 | SESSION VII — DEFENCEAI & AUTONOMOUS
'SYSTEMS (45 MINUTES)

SUB-THEMES:
« AI-ENABLED DECISION SUPPORT
. AUTONOMOUS SYSTEMS &COMMAND RESPONSIBILITY
« HUMAN-IN-THE-LOOP DOCTRINES
« DEFENCE INNOVATION ECOSYSTEMS
11:45 - 12:30 | SESSION VIII — AI FOR PSUS & STRATEGIC ECONOMIC INFRASTRUCTURE (45 MINUTES)
SUB-THEMES:
« Al FOR ENERGY.LOGISTICS & DEFENCE PSUS
« CYBER-PHYSICAL SECURITY OF ASSETS
. PREDICTIVE MAINTENANCE & EFFICIENCY
. SOVEREIGN TECH STACKS
12:30 - 1:15 | LUNCH BREAK
1:15 - 2:00 | SESSIONI X — FRUGAL, INCLUSIVE & PUBLIC-GOOD Al FOR BHARAT 2047 (45 MINUTES)
SUB-THEMES:
« LOW-COMPUTE & FRUGAL Al
« MULTILINGUAL AI SYSTEMS
. Al FOR AGRICULTURE, HEALTH & SKILLING
+ PUBLIC-SECTOR DEPLOYMENTS
2:00 - 2:45 | SESSION X — YOUTH, START-UPS &SAFE Al INNOVATION CHALLENGE (45 MINUTES)
SUB-THEMES:
. SAFE & TRUSTED Al SOLUTIONS
« START-UP SHOWCASES
« ACADEMIA-INDUSTRY COLLABORATION
« INPUTS TO DELHI DECLARATION
2:45 - 3:00 | TEA BREAK
3:00 - 3:45 | SESSION XI — INDIA'S GLOBAL LEADERSHIP IN Al GOVERNANCE (45 MINUTES)
SUB-THEMES:
. GLOBAL Al SAFETYSTANDARDS
« Al DIPLOMACY & MULTILATERALISM
+ DIGITAL PUBLIC GOODS
« INDIA-LED GLOBAL DIALOGUE
3:45 - 4:30 | VALEDICTORY SESSION & DELHI DECLARATION (45 MINUTES)
DELIVERABLES:
. ADOPTION OF THE DELHI DECLARATION
. POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS
« INPUTS TO THE AI IMPACT SUMMIT
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